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BOTANY. 

Bog-Trotting for Orchids ' is the title of a popular book dealing 
with the swamp flora of the Hoosac Valley. It gives a pleasant, 
diary-like account of the author's rambles for three seasons, in the 
course of which are given descriptions and other information regard- 
ing her various finds. An appendix of 44 pages presents a system- 
atic account of the genera and species of New England Orchidaceae, 
and there is an admirably full index. The illustrations are photo- 
graphic, many of them excellent ; some are colored, not always to 
advantage, and a considerable proportion are of landscape views or 
objects other than orchids. As one reads the rambling narrative 
one cannot but sympathize with the writer's enthusiasm, and is sure 
to get refreshing whiffs of out-door air. Despite occasional inac- 
curacies, showing the lack of expert revision, and the inclusion of 
considerable material of rather more personal than general interest, 
the book has the charm and value which belong to a faithful record 
of first-hand impressions, and which will doubtless render it an 
inspiring help to many amateurs. 

F. L. S. 

Agriculture for Schools. — Two interesting attempts to meet the 
demand for instruction in matters of special importance to farm- 
ing communities, are found in a handbook of exercises edited by 
Prof. Hays 2 and an elementary text-book by Profs. Burkett, Stevens 
and Hill.s 

The hand-book consists of 237 exercises of an eminently practical 
nature as may be judged from the following sample titles taken at 
random: Food stored in. seeds; Making maps of public roads ; 
Transpiration of water by plants ; Teeth of domestic animals ; Bow- 
line knot ; Sharpening pocket knives ; Classes of chickens ; Classi- 

1 Niles, Grace Graylock. — Bog- Trotting for Orchids. New York, C. P. I J nt- 
nam's Sons, 1904. xiv 4- 310 pp., 72 pis. 

2 Hays, Willet M. — Rural School Agriculture. Bulletin No. I. Exercises in 
Agriculture and Housekeeping for Rural Schools. St. Anthony Park, Minn., 
Department of Agriculture, University of Minnesota, 1903. 121110, viii -)- 196, 
79 figs. 

3 Burkett, C. W., Stevens, F. L., and Hill, D. II. — Agriculture for Beginners. 
Boston, Ginn & Company, 1903. 121110, xii -\- 267, 215 figs. 
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fication of soils; Crossing corn ; Emergencies; Removing ink from 
white goods; To make liquid yeast; Chicory in coffee; Cash ac- 
count ; Tent caterpillars ; Planting trees ; Farm gate lesson ; Sewed 
seam : Overhand patch ; Three-cornered darn ; Cleft grafting. 
These exercises are arranged somewhat in the order of difficulty and 
in related groups, but the extent to which they shall elucidate princi- 
ples or develop general ideas must very largely depend upon the 
teacher. If skilfully incorporated with other work and their bear- 
ings broadly discussed many of these exercises would have real 
educational value in fitting pupils to meet intelligently the actual 
problems of rural life. 

The text-book proceeds in a more orderly way, establishing gen- 
eral principles and showing their application to problems of soil, 
culture, protection, selection, stock-raising and dairying. Sugges- 
tions for profitable observations or experiments are freely introduced. 
The illustrations are of unusual excellence, and the style clear and 
direct. Such a book cannot fail to advance the best interests of 
practical education in much needed directions. Both books might 
well be used together. 

Frederick LeRoy Sargent. 

Notes. — Andre' Michaux's "Travels into Kentucky," F. A. 
Michaux's "Travels west of Alleghany mountains," and Harris's 
"Journal of a tour northwest of Alleghany mountains," are repub- 
lished, with annotations, by Thwaites as vol. 3 of his series of Early 
Western Travels, issued by the Arthur H. Clark Company, of Cleve- 
land. It is regrettable that the volume is not provided with an index 
making its wealth of detailed information available. 

A small list of arctic plants is given in Schrader's "Reconnais- 
sance in Northern Alaska," published as Professional Paper No. 20 
of the U. S. Geological Survey. 

A polyglot suggestion of amendments to the Paris code of botani- 
cal nomenclature, addressed to the Vienna Congress of 1905, has 
been published by the botanists of the Gray Herbarium, the Crypto- 
gamic Herbarium and the Botanical Museum of Harvard University, 
under date of June 9. 

The annual species commonly referred to Polypteris have been 
segregated under Rafinesque's generic name Othake, by Bush, in vol. 
14, no. 6, of the Transactions of the Academy of Science of St. Louis. 



